
Woodsetton School 
Acting Headteacher: Mrs K. Beer 

 
Telephone: 01384 818265 

Email: info@woodsetton.dudley.sch.uk 
 

Woodsetton School, Tipton Road, Woodsetton, Dudley, DY3 1BY 
Telephone: 01384 818265. Fax 01384 818266 

Email: info@woodsetton.dudley.sch.uk 

 
Dear Parents/Carers, 
 
I would like to take this opportunity to formally introduce myself and to outline some of my 
immediate plans and thoughts for the future.  
 
My name is Miss Jodie Colbourne and I feel extremely privileged to be joining Woodsetton 
School in September 2018 as the newly appointed Head teacher. I have 13 years teaching 
experience, having begun my career as an NQT in an inner-city mainstream school in 
Wolverhampton. I have spent the last 10 years working in special education; both within 
a school for young people with complex Autism and communication and interaction 
difficulties and most recently as the Deputy Head teacher of a school for those with severe 
and profound and multiple learning difficulties. 
 
I join Woodsetton School with a passion for ensuring that each child is seen as an 
individual. I strongly believe that provision needs to be personalised and planned to 
ensure that each of our pupils has the best possible outcomes. With the Education Health 
Care plan being the driver, we can work holistically to support our children to develop and 
make progress within each of the four areas of need. To do this we must work in 
partnership with parents and families, the local community and with other professionals 
who can contribute to the provision we offer.  
 
I am eager to begin this journey and have been able to spend some time in school this 
term, working alongside Mrs Beer and the staff team to identify priorities for when we 
return after the summer break.  
 
Summer term 2018 – Additional Staff INSET Day 
 
It was recognised that the curriculum at Woodsetton School was due for review and class 
teams have been trialling a new thematic approach. This enables teachers to plan using 
a key topic at the centre of what is delivered, giving each lesson a common theme, and 
allowing pupils to become engaged, active participants within their learning.  
 
I am keen to ensure that we can fully embed this approach in September and have 
therefore requested an additional staff INSET day in order that staff teams can work 
collaboratively to devise our long-term provision map. School governors have approved 
this request. 
 
School will be closed to pupils on Friday 6th July 2018. 
 
 
 
 

http://woodsetton.mytempwebsites.co.uk/


 
Changes to School Day Timings – Consultation 
 
For leaders to address school improvement priorities, including those identified by Ofsted, 
all staff need to be included in regular development sessions. The current structure of the 
school day does not allow for a cycle of weekly after school training to be implemented. 
To do this I am proposing the following  
 

 From 3rd September 2018 the school day for all pupils will be reduced by 15 minutes 

from 9.00am – 3.30pm to 9.00am – 3.15pm 

There are no set minimum teaching hours for the Early Years Foundation Stage, Key 
Stage 1 or Key Stage 2. It is for schools and settings to determine how much teaching 
time will be appropriate for their pupils. However, archived guidance from the 
Qualifications and Curriculum Authority (QCA) explains that the Department for Education 
and Skills, a predecessor to the DfE, previously suggested minimum taught hours for 
English primary school pupils of: 21 hours per week in Key Stage 1 and 23.5 hours per 
week in Key Stage 2.  
 
Further guidance can be found at https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/school-
attendance 
 
The proposed changes to the school day will not negatively impact on this guidance. 
 
If you would like to submit any feedback about this proposed change to the timing 
of the school day or have any questions or queries with regards to it, please submit 
these to the school office by 2nd July 2018 for my attention. 
 
I look forward to working with you in the future and will update further towards the end of 
this academic year. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
 
Miss Jodie Colbourne 
 
 
 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/school-attendance
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/school-attendance

